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Attie’s Anatomy Academy, Toledo Museum of Art 
from the Rooms of Wonder Series 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
47 x 31.5 inches 


As a child, Leslie Adams, like 
generations of Toledo area children before and after her, spent countless 
hours at the Toledo Museum of Art—in classes, in the galleries, exploring. 
The time spent in Diana Attie’s University of ‘Toledo drawing class and the 
hours spent examining her favorite Old Master paintings in the Museum’s 
collection reinforced Adams’ already clear idea that she wanted to be an artist. 
She pursued this goal single-mindedly, as a young girl who practiced drawing 
Winky the deer from the ads promising a chance to win a “drawing school” 
scholarship, and later through her studies at the New York Academy of Art. 
She has since returned to Toledo and is now an internationally-respected 
portrait painter whose commissions include justices, political figures, and 


many members of the ‘Toledo community. 


The seed for this exhibition was planted in 2011 when Adams submitted a 
self-portrait to the Toledo Area Artists exhibition that caught the attention 
of Brian Kennedy and Amy Gilman, ‘TMA’s director and associate director. 
This work displayed the same level of skill and verisimilitude present in 
her paintings, but seemed much more personal; the use of charcoal further 
distinguished it from the public work for which she is known. The strength 
of this portrait won Adams the first ever Toledo Area Artists Solo Exhibition 
award. Drawn from Life debuts a new body of work, primarily drawings, that 
focuses on Adams’ own biography—people and places meaningful to her 


artistic process and its development. 


All works collection of the Artist © Leslie Adams 2012, photos by Tim ‘Thayer 


The Cast Hall, New York Academy of Art, Lafayette Street 
from the Rooms of Wonder Series 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
47 x 31.5 inches 


The Cloister, Toledo Museum of Art, 
from the Rooms of Wonder Series 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
47 x 31.5 inches 
Collection of the Artist 


Study for The Cloister 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
22 x 29.5 inches 
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The Rotunda, Ohio Statehouse, 
from the Rooms of Wonder Series 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
47 x 31.5 inches 


Portrait of a Young American Artist 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
48 x 13 inches (triptych) 
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=~ ‘The Art of Life 


(Detail above) 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
60 x 97 inches 


The centerpiece of the exhibition, every detail of this self-portrait is a reference 
to Adams’ relationships, personal history, and studio practice. ‘Che portrait you 
see on the easel is the prize-winning drawing from the Toledo Area Artists 
exhibition in 2011 for which she was awarded the opportunity for the show at 
the ‘Toledo Museum of Art. While the work had already been accepted for an 
exhibition at the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery that overlapped with 
the IMA exhibition, Adams wanted to find a way of still including it in Drawn 
from Life. Also present are references to Adams’ friendship with ceramics artist 
and local legend Edith Franklin (in the form of the “love bowl” in the lower 
right corner); early reinforcement of her artistic ambitions (a To/edo Blade article 
from the 1970s announcing a local prize she had won); and numerous books by 
artists and about artistic pratice that have influenced her over the years. 
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The Art of Life (details) 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
60 x 97 inches 


Portrait of the Artist as a Young Girl 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
41 x 60 inches 


(cover detail) 


The Purity of Imagination and Color 


Oil on linen 
40 x 40 inches 


Madonna and Child with Roses 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
23 x 28 inches 


(Back cover detail) 


Limited edition prints available in the Museum Store 


Portrait of the Artist’s Father 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
20 x 24 inches 
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~~ Portrait of Mr. Jon Hendricks 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
42 x 84 inches 


Connessione: A Portrait of Michael Shane Neal 


Charcoal on paper, heightened with white 
40 x 60 inches 
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